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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 2108 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF 

SUB J : INDOCHINESE REFUGEES ABOARD SHIP "REGENSTEIN" 

REF: A. STATE 119065, B. SINGAPORE 2096, C. GENEVA 7131 

1 . UNHCR REP CARPENTER PHONED DCM LATE MORNING MAY 1 1 RE 
INDOCHINESE REFUGEES ABOARD "REGENSTEIN". ACCORDING TO 
CARPENTER, VESSEL'S OWNERS HAD INSTRUCTED CAPTAIN TO LEAVE 
SINGAPORE TONIGHT (MAY 11) AND SAIL TO VIETNAM TO RETURN REFUGEES. 
CAPTAIN HAS REQUESTED CLEARANCE FROM SINGAPORE PORT AUTHORITY 
TO DEPART SINGAPORE AND, IF CLEARANCE GRANTED, PLANS DEPART 
6/7:00 PM TONIGHT. CARPENTER HAS INFORMED BRITISH, FRENCH 

AND GERMAN MISSIONS OF FOREGOING AS WELL AS SINGAPORE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

2. CARPENTER REPORTED THAT GERMAN FIRM WHICH HAD CHARTERED 
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VESSEL WAS DENYING ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR REFUGEES ON TECHNICAL/ 
LEGAL GROUNDS THAT FIRM'S RESPONSIBILITIES EXTENDED ONLY TO CARGO 
NOT TO VESSEL ITSELF. 

3. CARPENTER SEES SINGAPOREAN REACTION AS CRUCIAL, 

AND HOLDS TO BELIEF THAT GOS IS UNLIKELY TO PERMIT 
RETURN OF REFUGEES TO VIETNAM BOTH ON HUMANITARIAN 
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GROUNDS AND IN RECOGNITION OF ADVERSE WORLDWIDE 
PUBLICITY THAT THIS WOULD GENERATE. SINGAPOREANS 
HAVE TOLD HIM THAT THEY ARE STILL STUDYING UNHCR' 

CABLE TO PRIME MIN LEE AND ARE UNABLE AS YET TO ADVISE HIM 
WHAT RESPONSE MAY BE. CARPENTER FEELS ONE GOOD POSSI- 
BILITY IS THAT GOS WILL DENY VESSEL PERMISSION TO 
DEPART THIS EVENING, BUYING MORE TIME TO CONSIDER 
COURSES OF ACTION. 

4. DCM TOLD CARPENTER THAT WE WERE DEEPLY INTERESTED 
IN FATE OF REFUGEES AND ASKED THAT HE KEEP US CLOSELY 
INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS. HE EMPHASIZED THAT IT WAS 
ESSENTIAL WE BE ADVISED BEFORE FINAL STEPS WERE TAKEN 
FOR VESSEL'S DEPARTURE FROM SINGAPORE. CARPENTER 
AGREED TO KEEP EMBASSY INFORMED OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS. DCM 
DID NOT REVEAL TO CARPENTER THAT EMBASSY HAD STAND- 
BY AUTHORITY TO GUARANTEE RESETTLEMENT OF REFUGEES IF 
NECESSARY TO PREVENT THEIR RETURN TO VIETNAM. 

5. EMBASSY COMMENT: WE EXPECT TO GO DOWN TO THE 
WIRE ON THIS CASE IN HOPES THAT EITHER SINGAPORE 
GOVERNMENT OR ONE OF OTHER MISSIONS WILL TAKE 
ACTION TO PREVENT REFUGEES FROM LEAVING SINGAPORE 
ABOARD VESSEL. IF NO ACTION MATERIALIZES. AS LAST 
RESORT WE WILL FURNISH GUARANTEES. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 SING AP 02 1 08 1 1 07 1 6Z 

6. "REGENSTEIN'S" SINGAPORE AGENT HAS PROVIDED 
EMBASSY COPY OF CABLE FROM ZODIAC MARITIME AGENCY 
IN LONDON TO VESSEL'S CAPTAIN. TEXT OF MESSAGE AS 
FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE. WE REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT THE SITUATION AT THE 
MOMENT. 6 DAYS AFTER YOUR ARRIVAL SINGAPORE, HAVING SAVED THE 
LIVES OF 64 MEN, WOMEN, CHILDREN AND BABIES, YOUR OWNERS CAME 
TO A DEADLOCK BY WHICH THEY REALIZE THAT THERE IS NOBODY IN 
THE WORLD WHO IS READY TO HELP AND TAKE THESE POOR REFUGEES 
FROM YOUR SHIP. 

AS YOU KNOW, WE HAVE APPLIED THROUGH VARIOUS CONTACTS 
TO MOST OF THE NATIONS IN THE WORLD, AS WELL AS TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSION FOR REFUGEES, ASSISTANCE 
DIVISION, GENEVA (WHOSE REPRESENTATIVE IN YOUR AREA IS 
MR. CARPENTER), AND WHO SAY NICE WORDS OF APPRECIATION BUT 
NO PRACTICAL SOLUTION WAS GIVEN IN ORDER TO SOLVE THE 
PROBLEM, AND EVEN TODAY WE LEARNT FROM MESSRS. 

HAPAG-LLOYD THAT THEY WERE NOT READY TO SUPPLY BLANKETS TO 
THE SHIP, AND THEY HAVE INFORMED ACCORDINGLY TO THE CHARTERERS 
REPRESENTATIVE WHO PROVIDED $500 TO BUY SUCH BLANKETS FOR THE 
REFUGEES. 

THE OWNERS, WITH ALL THE SYMPATHY TO THE QUESTION OF THE 
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VIETNAMESE REFUGEES, SEE NO SOLUTION WHICH CAN SAVE THEM FROM 
HUGE LOSSES BY VESSEL LYING IDLE IN THE PORT OF 
SINGAPORE, AS WELL AS BY TAKING CARE OF THE DELICATE CARGO ON 
BOARD THE VESSEL, AND TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE FACT THAT THE 
WHOLE WORLD SHUT ITS EYES TO THIS PROBLEM AND EXPECTS THAT THE 
INDIVIDUAL OWNER WILL TAKE SAME UPON ITS SHOULDER, AND, REGRET- 
FULLY, ARE HEREBY INSTRUCTING YOU TO START AND MAKE THE NECESSARY 
PREPARATION FOR YOUR SAILING BACK TO VIETNAM IN ORDER TO LAND 
THE REFUGEES ON BOARD IN VIETNAM WHERE, IT WAS ASSURED TO US 
VERBALLY BY MR. SOEPRATO WHO IS THE PERSON IN THE UNITED 
NATIONS WHO DEALS WITH YOUR VESSEL THAT THEY WILL NOT BE 
EXECUTED. 

WE ARE WAITING FOR YOUR CONFIRMATION THAT THE SHIP IS 
READY FOR SAILING TOMORROW 9/5. UNQUOTE. 
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